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Congenital vitiligo: Time to think beyond the concept of acquired etiology
before her delivery on the left breast. On examination, the patient had multiple depigmented patches with hazy margins and leukotrichia around the periumbilical region and two hypopigmented patches over medial aspect of the left thigh and right side of the forehead. The mother reported appearance of the patches over the thigh and forehead 1 month after birth. The mother had a depigmented patch over lateral aspect of the left breast [ Figure 1 ]. In conclusion, the concept of defining vitiligo as an acquired disorder alone must be reconsidered, and a foray into the pathogenesis of vitiligo must be encouraged. This will help us understand this psychologically devastating disease better for more effective modalities.
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noticed similar patches during the 5 th month of her pregnancy. On examination, the patient had two depigmented patches over the knee joints and posterior aspect of the leg. The lesions had a well-defined margin with islands of perifollicular pigmentation. His mother also had depigmented patches over her knees [ Figure 2 ].
Systemic examination and preliminary investigations such as complete hemogram, thyroid and lipid profile, and random blood sugar were within normal limits in both the patients and their respective mothers. Punch biopsies from the depigmented patches and a normal appearing site were taken in each patient and stained with both hematoxylin-eosin and Fontana-Masson stain. The depigmented lesions in all patients showed the absence of melanocytes in the epidermis as compared to the normal skin which had normal density of melanocytes [ Figure 3 ]. Case 2 in addition also showed mild dermal inflammatory infiltrate in the depigmented lesion alone. Although the absence of melanocytes can be seen in other differentials, more importantly nevoid and other hereditary disorders, [1] appearance of new lesions and increase in size of the lesions as seen in Case 1and presence of dermal inflammatory infiltrate in the depigmented lesion as seen in Case 2 confirm our diagnosis.
The first known case of congenital vitiligo was reported by Lerner and Nordlund in 1978. [2] The first case in India was reported by Chandra et al. in 1992. [3] A similar case of congenital vitiligo with positive maternal history was reported in Europe who also developed lesions during pregnancy. [4] Genetic susceptibility in vitiligo is evidenced by frequent clustering in families and occurrence in monozygotic twins. Various susceptibility loci (autoimmunity susceptibility gene) for vitiligo are AIS1, AIS2, AIS3, SLEV1, TAP-1, NALP1, and AIRE genes, of which the last two genes are associated with vitiligo occurring as part of autoimmune syndromes. [1] These genetic factors could explain the presentation in our cases. An epidemiological study done in 2006 found that out of 541 Chinese children with vitiligo, 8 were affected at birth; [5] however, no explanation was given for this. Kedward and Gawkrodger suggested that in utero onset of vitiligo could be due to placental transfer of maternal autoantibodies which can be considered in our cases. [4] However, this theory fails to explain why the lesions do not repigment once the antibodies are metabolized in the infant body. Another possibility is that genetic factors, perhaps in concurrence with autoimmune mechanisms, are preeminent in the induction of vitiligo in utero. [4] 
